THE WAIT AT ITS CLIMAX                            l8p
in the common cause would bring Irishmen and Englishmen together. That, unfortunately, wks not to be. On September ±4, when the Government proceeded to obtain the Royal assent to the Home Rule Bill while postponing its operations until the end of the war and promising an amending Bill for Ulster when the war was over, the Unionist party broke into violent protests, and the extreme Irish complained bitterly both of the postponement and of the promise to Ulster. With Mr. Redmond's aid, recruiting for the war proceeded with much success in Southern Ireland during the next few months, but enthusiasm was gradually damped down by the refusal of the War Office to make concessions to Irish sentiment, to permit Irish regiments to carry the National colours when on service, and even to allow priests to accompany them to the front. The British military authorities apparently walked in fear lest the army should be infected by Irish disaffection, and had not imagination enough to understand what their religion and their symbols meant to the Southern Irish. These were costly mistakes. There were Irishmen who held stubbornly to the old view that England's difficulties were Irish opportunities, and these too were recruiting under the auspices of Sinn Fein and the Irish Republican Brotherhood. The Republicans were in touch with kindred spirits in America and established communications with the Germans through Sir Roger Casement, a former British Consul with a distinguished record in Africa, but now a fonatical Irish extremist. It was arranged that Casement should sail to Ireland in a German ship carrying stores and munitions in the week before Easter 1916, and there join hands with Sinn Fein and Republican volunteers for an attack on Dublin. But the plan went astray; the German ship was intercepted and scuttled by her crew to escape capture, and Casernw* was brought ashore in a German submarine. The nartv to meet him mistook their road and drove into the sc drowned, and when he landed he fell into the a police, who immediately arrested ^™ ~~J London. The organizers of the • to call it off, but a section of t going on, and for a few days part of Dublin, including theffre for the^itumn led to immense losses with litde results. The Britis^phpld up before Loos? die Erendb,
